Upon intravenous injection, Anx-1, 2 and 5 proved to exert a potent antiinflammatory effect in rat and mouse. 7'8 The annexins are a family of proteins which all possess a conserved 70 amino acid repeating unit. In most annexins, there is a four-fold repeat, except for Anx-6 which has eight such repeats. Moreover, all annexins possess Ca 2/ and phospholipid binding sites. The differences between the annexin proteins are mainly located in the amino-terminus. 9 Anx-1 has been shown to be abundantly present in extracts of human placenta, and in the spleen, and kidneys of the rat. Readily detectable tissue levels in the rat are found in the lung, the thymus, the liver, the heart, the brain, the bone marrow and the ileum. In a previous immunocytochemical study on Table 2 . They include the following areas of the telencephalon: layers 2-6 of the cortex, the olfactory bulb, the nuclei of the amygdala, in the hippocampus the pyramidal and molecular layers of the CA1, CA2 and CA3 area and the granular layer of the dentate gyrus, furthermore in the septum and the striatum. Scattered cells were labelled in the hypothalamus, the thalamus and the epithalamus. In the cortex, especially layer 2 of the pyriform and cingulate area showed a high signal intensity (Fig. 2B) . Along the fibre bundles of the corpus callosum the oligodendoglia were labelled (Fig. 2A) .
No labelling was observed in layer 1 of the cortex and the fimbria of the hippocampus, and notably in the cells constituting the vascular wall, the meninges, the ventricular ependyma, and the choroid plexus ( Fig. 2A) .
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Mediators of Inflammation Vol 5 1996 The Anx-1 mRNA in situ hybridization signal in the various groups The control animals showed labelling of structures shown in Table 2 Methylprednisolone or the 21-aminosteroid pretreatment increased Anx-1 immunoreactivity in other structures, notably the hippocampus, the hypothalamus and thalamus (Fig. 1) , but did not change the Anx-1 immunostaining of cerebral cortex, basal ganglia, amydala, septum, meninges, vascular wall, choroid plexus, and ependyma. 
